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“ Basic philosophy, spirit and drive of an 
organization have far more to do with its  
relative achievements than do technological  
or economic resources, organizational structure, 
innovation and timing.”         
     Marvin Bower

     	

Mission stAteMent 

To promote the economic vitality of the Playhouse 
District as the center of Culture, Commerce and  
Community in the heart of Pasadena.
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MessAge fRoM the pResident

2007 was a benchmark year for the playhouse district 
Association.  We set our goals, we kept our standards high, and we 
prevailed.  the pdA Board has been working diligently to promote the 
economic vitality of our district on several fronts.  We have also built 
partnerships with the neighboring downtown commercial districts, and 
together we have begun to tackle parking, traffic, economic development 
and promotional events such as Art Weekend.  

Within the last year, the pdA has surpassed its original basic clean and safe 
program by infusing the district with exciting events and new energy. 
the pdA Board, Committees and staff have achieved the 2007 goals by 
effectively communicating a strong stance regarding policies that affect the 
district, producing new events for the holiday season and by improving the 
attendance at established pdA events.  

 the pdA addressed necessary staffing changes in 2007 which include 
a new executive director, first ever marketing director and new staff 
administrator.  Erlinda Romo, Josefina Mora and Gilda Davidian have 
worked to elevate all functions of the pdA by working closely with the 
Board and Committees. 

With great appreciation, i thank the pdA Board, Committee Members, 
Volunteers and staff who have dedicated their energies to improving the 
playhouse district, and honoring our mission to promote the economic 
vitality of the playhouse district as the center of Culture, Commerce and 
Community in the heart of pasadena. it was truly an honor to serve as 
president of our Association.  the pdA’s continued success depends on all 
of us.

 Daniel J. Lien, President 2007
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neW plAYhouse distRiCt BoundARies

 In 2007, the benefit areas of the PDA property-based business 
improvement district were extended east of lake Avenue.  pdA boundaries 
were also reduced on the northern and southern boundaries.  new 
boundaries are depicted in the map below. 
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CleAn & sAfe BY the nuMBeRs

the pdA augments the baseline services provided by the City of pasadena 
through the management of key contracts for the district’s maintenance 
and security.  

Maintenance: our maintenance program not only covers the street 
sweeping and pressure washing but also includes hands on cleaning of 
graffiti and miscellaneous spills/messes. 
 
�007 PDA Maintenance Included:

• 3,292,130 square feet of alleyways were swept 52 times

• 45,133.33 feet of sidewalk were swept 52 times

• 57,733.34 feet of streets were swept 52 times

• 361,066 square feet of sidewalks have been pressure washed 3 times

• 24,752 trash can liners were replaced with daily trash removal

Ambassador Guides: the pdA Ambassadors are here to serve the 
district by helping visitors and employees of the district by serving as 
extra eyes and ears on the street.  they also keep in close contact with 
the pasadena police department and serve in numerous ways to elevate 
the safety of the PDA by patrolling days/nights/weekends for graffiti, crime, 
code violations, and other suspicious activities.  

�007 PDA Ambassador Program Included:

• 5,707 Citizen Contacts  

• 4,505 Citizen Assist 

• 5,211 Business Contacts  

• 21 disturbance Calls 

• 80 Graffiti Reports 

• 157 homeless Contacts 

• 69 panhandler Contacts  

• 3 health & Welfare

• 2 escorts Requested 

• 237 shopping Carts Reported  

• 2 Abandoned Vehicles Reported 

• 4 sidewalk damage Reported

• 1 Arrest Required 
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pdA WoRking foR You

2007 Highlights/Accomplishments
Events

 Annual Meeting: over 90 people attended the 2007 Annual Meeting.  
the keynote address was given by stefanos polyzoides and awards were 
presented to lyla White, Carolyn novotny, georgia Bergman, and James n. 
stivers

PDA Quarterly Mixers: over 465 people attended the quarterly mixers 
which were held at the pasadena playhouse, ice house Comedy Club, 
Arcade Lane, and Pacific Asia Museum 

Summer Jazz Concerts: 13 sunday summer Jazz Concerts at the 
Vroman’s outdoor Courtyard produced by the pasadena Jazz institute 
resulted in a total series attendance of over 1,286 people

 ArtWalk: Attendance for the october 13, 2007 Annual ArtWalk tripled 
from the inaugural event in 2006 and featured 39 artists as well as 
performance art, a culinary exhibit, a tribute to the spoken word at the 
Vroman’s outdoor Courtyard, and musical performances that  had people 
dancing in the street

ArtWalk Grant: the pdA was 
awarded an $8,000 City of pasadena 
festival grant  for ArtWalk

Holiday Concerts: over 250 
people attend the 2 holiday 
Concerts at Vroman’s outdoor 
Courtyard 

Merry Merry Movie: A free 
screening of the cult holiday classic 
“A Christmas story” brought 
attendees from near and far  to 
round out the year
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pdA WoRking foR You

2007 Highlights/Accomplishments
Marketing & PR

The Dialogue: the full color pdA quarterly newsletter was launched 
featuring 31 articles in 2007

New PDA map/directory: The new PDA map/directory listing 185 
ground floor retail businesses, cultural institutions, and restaurants was 
published and distributed throughout pasadena

Website Hits:  the pdA’s 
website received over  
47,000 hits in 2007 -  
www.playhousedistrict.org 

PDA Businesses in the 
News: 116 articles were 
featured in various publications 
from the los Angeles times 
Magazine to the pasadena star 
news regarding playhouse 
district businesses or events

PDA Banners:  new pdA 
logo street banners were 
placed throughout the district 
replacing the faded banners

New Trash receptacles:  21 cast aluminum trash receptacles placed in 
the district & all broken trash receptacles were refurbished

Extra Parking Signage:  new parking banners were installed at the 
municipal lot located at el Molino and union

Streetscapes Meeting:  the pdA held an informational meeting to 
present  an overview of the street improvements proposed by public 
Works

 

VOLUME 1 ISSUE 4

Summertime is upon us
and autumn is lurking just
around the corner! As
seasons change it is a
reminder to all of us that
our lives also change
continually. With that in
mind, so does our District.

Even with the bumps in the road for the
economy as a whole, there is still great interest
in both new development and existing
property improvements due to the synergy
that the Playhouse District has nurtured over
the past ten years. It is truly a great place to
live, work and play! Culture, Commerce and
Community in the Heart of Pasadena.

Your District needs you more than ever.
There are great opportunities in the near and
distant future for the District. Now would be
a great time to consider becoming a Board
Member of the PDA/PBID. If not you, 
then begin to solicit business associates,
neighbors and friends that you know would
add value to the existing Board of Directors.

President’s Message

Art installations, ice sculpting, pastry design,
stand-up comedy and “the coffee lady” are
the non-traditional art forms to be featured
in this year’s ArtWalk event, along with
juried art for sale by painters, photographers
and sculptors living, working or exhibiting in
Pasadena.

Joining us by special invitation are legendary
Chicana artists Margaret Garcia and Patssi
Valdez, plus a guest appearance by Stanley
Wilson, Pasadena contemporary artist. Other
highlights are a Huntington Botanical
Gardens photography exhibit and reception
with Donald Rogers at Vroman’s Art in the
Stairwell. In addition, a tribute to the written
and spoken word will be featured at the
Vroman’s outdoor stage showcasing a beat-
bopping, inspiring poetry slam, author

readings by Robert Winters and Michael
Walker, and a rock comedic performance by
the Ice House’s very own Mark Eddie. The
main stage on El Molino Avenue will feature
live music, and performance groups that will
entertain attendees. 

ArtWalk

In This Issue:
Aloha!
From the Arcade Lane 

PDA Welcomes Josefina Mora

Sizzling Summer Event – 
The Jazz Series

The Pasadena Playhouse –
A New Look & Image

Holiday Greenery

Calendar of Events

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4

Here is your ticket to journey to the
Pacific Asia—Museum. With over
14,000 pieces of art including paintings,
prints, sculptures, ceramics, jades and
textiles from all over Asia and the Pacific

Islands, the Fall Mixer will transport you
miles away without leaving the
Playhouse District…. Bring your
coworkers and friends on this journey to
celebrate and explore the cultures and
treasures of the Pacific Asia Museum.

November 8, 2007 at 5:30 PM–7:30 PM

Travel ticket is free.

46 N Los Robles Ave. Pasadena, CA 91101

Invitation to follow in the mail.

All-inclusive travel packages: 
Music, Food, Museum Tours 
at no extra cost.

Have you ever been 
to Pacific Asia?
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2007 CoMMittees

Design & Physical 
Enhancement

this committee oversees the 
district’s physical amenities 
program, providing for the 
continued expansion and 
upgrade of streetscape 
elements throughout the 
district, including the 
maintenance program.

Economic Enhancement

the pdA works in 
collaboration with the City 
of pasadena planning and 
development department to 
actively solicit new businesses 
and investors into the district.

Parking Committee

this committee is actively 
working with the City toward 
viable solutions for our 
growing parking needs by 
enhancing the use of existing 
parking, securing new parking, 
and promoting a park once 
alternative. 
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2007 CoMMittees

Safety Subcommittee

this committee oversees the 
Ambassador guide program and 
works with the  pasadena police 
department to maintain a safe and 
secure environment for district 
visitors, residents, employees and 
stakeholders.

Promotions & Marketing

this committee oversees the 
marketing of the district with events 
such as mixers, summer concerts, 
Artwalk, and holiday activities.  it also 
oversees the design and production 
of our newsletters, map/directory, 
website, and other promotional / 
marketing activities.

Organization & Resource 
Development

this committee recruits members and 
volunteers,  coordinates pdA annual 
elections, develops and maintains a 
balance budget, and oversees the pdA 
administration.

All playhouse district Association 
Board and committee meetings 
are open to anyone with a stake 
or interest in the programs and 
organization.
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2007 finAnCiAl Results 

 

detailed financials available on request

 

34%

20%

29%

17%

design & physical 
enhancements

economic enhancement

organizational 
& Resource 
development

promotions  
& Marketing
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2007 BoARd of diReCtoRs

 

president: daniel J. lien, Community Bank

 Vice president: lyla White, pasadena playhouse 

secretary: paul Jacoy, pasadena Chiropractic Clinic

treasurer: John hornick, John hornick, CpA

don Cotten, Angels school supply

ken McCormick, Mill Creek properties

Marcia nunnery, Aarnun gallery 

Abel R. Ramirez, el portal 

Joel sheldon, Vroman’s Bookstore 

Mark smutny, pasadena presbyterian Church 

Carla Walecka, property owner & urban planner

 

2007 STAFF
erlinda l Romo,  
Executive Director 

Josefina Mora,  
Marketing Director 

gilda davidian,  
Administrative Assistant



The Playhouse District Association is a property-based business 
improvement district in a public-private partnership with the City  
of pasadena. funding for the pBid is primarily generated by the  
property owners within the district’s boundaries through an additional 

assessment on their property taxes. These funds finance services and 
programs to provide a clean and safe district in addition to advocacy and 
action in the following areas: promotion & Marketing, design & physical 
enhancement, economic enhancement, organizational &  
Resource development, and parking.  

 

Playhouse District Association 
48 north el Molino Avenue, suite 103 A • pasadena, CA  91101 
626.744.0340 • fax 626.744.0347 • www.playhousedistrict.org


